SUNDAY 21/12/2025 | FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A

MASS TIMES

Monday - St Anne’s
No Mass
6.30pm Adoration & Confessions

Tuesday - St Anne’s
7:15am

Wednesday - St Anne’s
CHRISTMAS MASSES

Thursday
CHRISTMAS MASSES

Friday - St Anne’s
9.00am

Saturday - St Anne’s
9.00am

Sunday:

St Anne’s - 8.00am & 5.00pm
St Patrick’s - 10.00am

CONFESSION TIMES

Monday - St Anne’s
6:30 - 7:30pm

Thursday-No Confessions

Sunday: half an hour before each Mass

GIVE EASILY TO SUPPORT OUR
PARISH AND SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS

SCAN QR CODE
WITH CAMERA

PARISH STAFF

Fr. Anthony Robbie - Parish Priest

Marcia da Costa -Safeguarding Support
Officer

Michael Murphy - Music Director

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Tues/Wed: 9.00 - 4.00 pm
Thurs: 10.00 - 3.00 pm
Fri: 10:00am - 4.00pm

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office: 2 Wellington St Bondi
Ph: 9365 1195
E: admin@bondicatholic.org.au
W: www.bondicatholic.org.au
St Patrick’s: 2 Wellington St Bondi

St. Anne’s: Cnr of Blair St & Mitchell St
Bondi Beach

~ AND THE
WORD
BECAME

FLESH

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

Want to keep up to date with the parish
notices?
Scan this QR code to sign up to our

or
visit the website:
http://eepurl.com/hPRx8f

mailing list
(8]

STAY CONNECTED

Like/follow our social media platforms to

keep up to date with the latest news in
the Parish.

0 www.facebook.com.au/bondicatholic

@ www.instagram.com.au/
@ bondicatholic


http://eepurl.com/hPRx8f
https://www.facebook.com/bondicatholic/
http://www.instagram.com.au/bondicatholic
http://www.instagram.com.au/bondicatholic
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O Mary,

conceived without sin,
pray for us who have

recourse to thee. Amen

The hnmmaculate Cc

ption of Our Lady

Recently Deceased

Alina Dioli Villavicencio, Nicola MacGregor, William
Clements, Anne Boylan

Anniversaries

Cesar Bringas Pizarro, Jose Luis Herrera, Beatrice Riley, Leo
Riley, Helen Colette, Fe Biason, Nemesio Biason, John Ivan
Radic,

Prayers for the Sick
Ben Hall, Sr Mary Bohan, Ricardo Perez, Nicola

MacGregor, Fr Pat Keenan, Lolita Herrera

Special Intentions

Da Costa-Allen Family, Sadek Family

This Week’s Mass Intentions

Sun 21 Dec: 8:00am Jose Luis Herrera
10:00am Holy Souls
5.00pm Special Intention

Tues 23 Dec: Alina Dioli Villavicencio

Wed 24 Dec:  Nicola MacGregor

Thurs 25 Dec:  Cesar Bringas Pizarro

Fri 26 Dec: Holy Souls

Sat 27 Dec: Holy Souls

Sun 28 Dec: 8:00am Pro Populo
10:00am Holy Souls
5.00pm Special Intention

Accommodation

From time to time the office receives requests to
find rooms to share or offers of rooms available.

We have several requests from young Catholic men

and women looking for flatmates at the moment. Please contact the
office if you have a room or are looking for a room and we will
try to put people in touch with each other.

Parish Primary School
Galilee Catholic Primary School
60B Blair Street, North Bondi
Ph: 9130 7082

BN

Reflection on the Fourth Sunday of Advent by Father Gabriel of
St Mary Magdalen, O.C.D.

“Let the earth open that salvation may sprout forth.”

(Is 45:8) Today’s Liturgy is entirely directed toward the birth
of our Savior. First of all there is the famous prophecy about
Emmanuel, which had been proclaimed at a time that was par-
ticularly difficult for the kingdom of Judah. When the wicked
king Achaz refused to believe that God could remedy the situ-
ation, Isaiah answered with a strong reprimand and, as if to
prove that God could do still greater things, added: “Therefore
the Lord himself will give you a sign: . . . a virgin shall con-
ceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel” (Is
7:14). Although his prophecy referred immediately to the birth
of the heir to the throne, its complete fulfillment would come
only seven centuries later in the miraculous birth of Jesus, who
alone would satisfy its full meaning.

The Gospel of St. Matthew confirms this interpretation; in fact
he concludes his account of the virgin conception of Jesus by
saying: “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
by the prophet: a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his
name shall be called Emmanuel” (Mt 1:22-23). When he trac-
es Jesus’ ancestry, Matthew is showing that he is true man;
when he speaks of his birth by the Virgin Mary, who had be-
come a mother through the power of the Holy Spirit (ib. 18) he
is attesting that he is true God; and finally by relating Isaiah’s
prophecy, he is declaring that he is the Savior promised by the
prophets, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

In the context of this essential background, Matthew lifts the
veil on one of the most human and delicate circumstances of
the birth of Jesus: the agonizing doubt of Joseph and his be-
havior in accepting the mission entrusted to him by God.
Faced with the mysterious motherhood of Mary, he was great-
ly troubled and was minded to put her away privately. But
when the angel of the Lord reassured him and commanded
him to take her with him because “that which was conceived
in her was of the Holy Spirit” (ib. 20), Joseph, a just man who
lived by faith, obeyed by taking upon himself with humble
simplicity the extraordinary responsibility of being husband to
the Virgin Mother and chaste father to the Son of God.

Thus the life of the Savior blossomed, protected by the faith,
obedience, humility and self-denial of the carpenter of Naza-
reth. They are the same virtues with which we should welcome
the Lord who is about to come. In the second reading St. Paul
joins the prophets in proclaiming Jesus to be “descended from
David according to the flesh” (Rom 1:3), and follows Matthew
in declaring him to be “Son of God” (ib.). The Apostle, who
called himself “a servant of Jesus Christ” (ib. 1) and was cho-
sen to preach his gospel, succinctly summarizes the entire life
and work of the Savior in two phases: his life from his birth in
the flesh up to his glorious resurrection and his power to sanc-
tify men.

In fact, the incarnation, passion, death and resurrection are one
single mystery which has its beginning in Bethlehem and its
climax at Easter. Yet Christmas sheds light on Easter in mak-
ing known the origin and nature of him who will die on the
cross for the salvation of the world: he is the Son of God, the
Word made flesh.
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Mass Times

Christmas Vigil: 24th
December

6pm at St Anne’s

(There will be no 7.15am Mass)

Christmas Day: 25th
December
8am at St Anne’s

I0am at St Patrick’s

A | (There will be no 7.00pm Mass &

\mﬁ‘

9 QD am Mass at St Anne’s

Adoration)

Frlday 26th December

Fr Robbie’s Christmas Message
Dear friends,

The happiest time of the year
is upon us. All over the
world a note of joy fills
8 homes and communities.
3 4 Christ has come into the
} world and God is with us.
Never do we feel so close to
our dear Lord than when we
see Him at His most human
and fragile. He reaches out
His arms towards His Most
% Holy Mother and to St Jo-
seph and He reaches out also
to us who crowd around the crib and look in wonder at the
heavenly light flowing from it which will never cease. That
light fills our own hearts and inspires in us thoughts of love
and joy. Peace on earth for all men of good will May God
reach into every home this Christmas and bring healing love
and joy. May he uplift us, and soothe our worries, calm family
troubles and restore serenity and love wherever His Name is
honoured.

My personal wish for you all is a prayer for every happiness in
the new year.

May we enjoy Christmas to its utmost and look forward to
new blessings and the Good News of the Gospel as it carries
us forward into a very Happy New Year.

N )

Christmas gifts for the Sudanese Catholics

Each year our parish generously collects gifts for the needy which
are distributed to the St Bakhita Centre, the Archdiocesan charity
which supports the Catholic Sudanese Refugee community in Syd-
ney. These people have suffered terribly for their faith and have
sought a new home in Australia, but come here without anything.

As this is the last weekend, gifts will be collected Monday please
bring along a wrapped gift if you can for the poor refugees this
weekend, remembering to include a label to tell if the gift is for an
adult or a child, a boy or girl, man or woman as necessary. Please
place this gift under the Christmas tree. God bless you all at this
generous season of the year.

ST ANNE’S
CHURCH
MEETING
ROOM

JE ON BREAD ALONE,
op”
PROCEEDS FROM THE MOUTH OF G




St Joseph and his Faithful
Fulfillment of God’s Will

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial
with the Father; through him all things
were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(all bow) and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead and his kingdom will
have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

I believe in one, holy, Catholic and
apostolic Church. I confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection
of the dead and the life of the world to
come.

N )

Entrance Antiphon

Cf Isaiah 45:8

Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a
Saviour.

First Reading
Isaiah 7:10-14
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the
Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming
either from the depths of Sheol or from the
heights above.” ‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not
put the Lord to the test.’

Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:

are you not satisfied with trying the
patience of men

without trying the patience of my God,
too?

The Lord himself, therefore,

will give you a sign.

It is this: the maiden is with child

and will soon give birth to a son

whom she will call Immanuel,

a name which means “God-is-with-us”.

bl

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 23:1-6. R. see vv 7. 10

(R.) Let the Lord enter;
he is king of glory.

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm. (R.)

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. (R.)

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.)

Second Reading

Romans 1:1-7

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has
been called to be an apostle, and specially
chosen to preach the Good News that God
promised long ago through his prophets in the
scriptures.

This news is about the Son of God, who,
according to the human nature he took, was a
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descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ
our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the
spirit of holiness that was in him, was
proclaimed Son of God in all his power through
his resurrection from the dead. Through him we
received grace and our apostolic mission to
preach the obedience of faith to all pagan
nations in honour of his name. You are one of
these nations, and by his call belong to Jesus
Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s beloved
in Rome, called to be saints, may God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and
peace.

Gospel Acclamation

Matthew 1:23

Alleluia, alleluia!

A virgin will give birth to a son;

his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 1:18-24

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but
before they came to live together she was found
to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her
husband Joseph, being a man of honour and
wanting to spare her publicity, decided to
divorce her informally. He had made up his
mind to do this when the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because she has conceived
what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give
birth to a son and you must name him Jesus,
because he is the one who is to save his people
from their sins.” Now all this took place to fulfil
the words spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth
to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When
Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the
Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his
home.

the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’

Communion Antiphon

Isaiah 7:14

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.



